
Wha t kinds of ques tions will be asked? 

Questions in the interview will cover 
a wide range of topics, including how 
people are getting along financially, 
their perceptions of the presidential 
candidates this year, their thoughts 
on several issues often discussed i n 
the med ia, and a section i nvolving 
peop le's employment situation, their 
activ i ties in the i r community , and 
some general background info rmat ion. 

What haopens with the answer s? 

Interv iewe r s from the Survey Research 
Center are t ra i ned to record respon
den ts ' answers objective l y and accu
ra te l y . They have pledged to keep i n 
confidence a nyth ing said i n an i nter
v i ew. 

Once t he questi onna ires a re i n t he 
offi ce of t he Survey Researc h Ce nter, 
answers from pa r t i c ipa nt s will be used 
f o r rese a r ch pu rposes on ly ; all names , 
addresses , a nd ot he r ide ntify ing 
i nf o rma t ion will be removed f rom t he 
answe r s before they a re processed. 

Who i s doi ng the study? 

The study is conducted by The Un i ver
sity of Michigan's Survey Research 
Center under a grant from the National 
Sc i ence Foundation . The Survey 
Research Center is one of the world's 
largest and most respected academic 
survey research organizations. I t 
has been conducting national surveys 
for over 35 years . 

Interviewers from the Su rvey Research 
Center carry i dent i fication badges . 
For secur i ty r easons , you may wi sh to 
check the i nterv i ewe r' s i dent i fication 
at t he t i me of the fi rst ca l l to you r 
home. Our interv i ewers wil l be g l ad 
t o comp l y with your req ues t . 

If you wi sh more i nformation , write: 

The Uni versity of Michi gan 
f i eld Section 
Survey Research Center 
National Electi on Studies 
Box 1248 
Ann Arbor, MI 48196 
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JI/Jat is this st .r all abo11t? 

This study deals with many aspects of 
the political, social and economic 
life of our nation. The topics 
covered include pub I ic opinion about 
the campaigns and candidates for 
president this year; people's 
f lings about issues discussed 
frequently in the news these days; 
personal satisfaction with various 
government policies; and the impact 
of economic trends on individuals, 

·oups, and the nation as a llffl<>le. 

llho is asked ta oarticipate? 

Around 2000 U.S. citizens who are 
1 years of age or older wi 11 be 
asked to participate throughout the 

tion. These persons will have 
selected by means of a scien

tific sampling process so that, in 
the end, they make up a representa
tive sample of all U.S. citizens of 
voting age. 

Ht1111 will the interviews be conducted? 

lntervie..ers from the Survey Research 
Center of The University of Michigan 
will be given a list of selected 
addresses to contact. The inter
viewers will call at these addresses 
in person to determine how many 
adults Jive in each of the house
holds. Using a special sampling 
procedure, interviewers will then 
select one adult to be interviewed 
frca each household. 

Once selected, a person may choose 
to be interviewed right away or to 
set up an appointment for a more 
convenient time at a later date. 
Because the sample has been so care
fully designed to reach a represen
tative nunmer of American households, 
and to select only one person at each 
address, the interviews can be taken 
only with the selected persons. 

Does the selected person have a cho;ce 
about participating in the study? 

Yes--participation in this study is 
strictly voluntary. Participants may 
refuse to answer any or all questions. 
However, we have found that most 
people enjoy being interviewed and 
find the interviews themselves to be 
quite interesting. 

/llbv is this studv important? 

This country has gone through major 
economic and political changes in the 
last several years. In order to 
understand those changes and their 
impact on the lives of Americans, we 
need to talk to people and find out 
how things are going for them now, 
how they feel about their government 
leaders, and how they think things 
might change in the future. 

The data gathered are available, in 
statistical form, to anyone wishing 
to use them. Government pol icy 
makers and advisors will use the data, 
as well as scholars and students of 
the political, social and economic 
life of the nation. 

The research keeps policy makers 
informed about how Americans view 
their government, how people evalu
ate what the government does, what 
they currently find satisfying or 
dissatisfying in their lives, and 
what directions they would 1 ike to 
see their government take. 




