ZANES
How to Read ANES Data into SPSS

Please note that for some earlier studies, data are not available in this format and are still available only as SAS transport and SPSS portable data files.

Reading ANES data into SPSS is not difficult, and once you have done it once or twice it can be very easy. We provide special SPSS syntax files with
each dataset that allow you to read the data in rather automatically. Here is how to do so:

Download the ZIP file for the dataset to a new, empty directory on your local computer. Once the download is complete, decompress (unZIP)
1 the file. For instructions on how to decompress a ZIP file, see the ANES Help document titled "How to unZIP a File".
]

"spss.zip" contains the syntax files that you will need to use the data in SPSS. Decompress the file "spss.zip" into the same directory as the

After you decompress the file, you will see that one of the resulting files is named "spss.zip" (you may need to refresh the window). The file
2 m otherfiles.

A set of SPSS syntax files should appear - you will recognize them because their file names end in ".sps". Use a text editor to open the file

ending in "_run.sps". The top of the file should look somewhat like the image below. Make note of the "recommended directory” (circled in
m red). If you use this directory no changes to the syntax files are required prior to creating an SPSS dataset.

You will notice that the "recommended directory" identifies the dataset (2004 American National Election Study)and version/date (in this

case, Version 20050816).

<% 2004 American Hational Election Study (2004 . T)
<%  SP55 run file
<%  YERSION 20050816 (Aug l6. 2005}

<% Thiz 'run' file can be used to read into SFS5 the raw ASCII data
<% file for the 2004 HES Release file.

~# If ywou have downloaded and deconpressod a
<% 'zip' file into a directory such af C:~ANES-n
<% =hould be able to run this file withom ==F S=pTTHUCE an
<% 5SPF55 system file.

<% PFunning this file should succes=fully create an SP55 =sy=tem file
<% namned "nes2004 =av" in directory "C NANESwne=2004>20050816%".

After making note of the "recommended directory" from Step 3, close the file ending in "_run.sps".
4 m Now create the "recommended directory" on your computer.

Then move all of the files you unZIPped to the "recommended directory".
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Launch SPSS. In this example, we are using SPSS Version 10 for Windows, though things should work similarly in other recent versions
of SPSS.

Choose to open a syntax file by selecting "File", then "Open", then "Syntax".


https://www.electionstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/How-to-unZIP-a-file.pdf
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Go to the "recommended directory" and again choose the file whose name ends in "_run.sps". A new SPSS Syntax Editor window should
appear, showing the file.

Choose "Run" and then select "All", as shown to the right.

£4 nes04 run.sps - 5PS5 Syntax Editor

File Edt Wiew Data Transform Analyze Graphs Utiities BOVGE Add-ons  Window
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2004 Amencan National Election Study (2004.T) ’

7 SPSS run file *

 WERSION 20050816 (Aug 16, 2005) o 7

i This 'run’ file can be used to read into SPSS the raw ASCIl data 7/

* file for the 2004 NES Release file. Wi

™ If you have downloaded and decompressed the 2004 NES i
M 'zip'file into & directory such as CMANES\nes2004'20050816, you %/

f should be able to run this file without modification to produce an %/

I SPSES system file, e

SPSS will then begin to process the datafile using the syntax files provided.
You may notice phrases such as "Running DATA LIST" and "Running SAVE" appearing on the screen; this is SPSS at work.

Once processing is complete, an SPSS Viewer output window and the phrase "SPSS Processor is ready" should appear. Depending on the
speed of your computer, processing may take only a few seconds, or it may take much longer.

You're done! Switch to the SPSS Data Editor window to view the data. It is always important to check that the case count for the resulting
file is the same as in the codebook.

iif nes2004,sav [DataSet1] - SPSS Data Editor
File Edit Wiew Data Transform Analyze Graphs  Utilities  Add-ons  Window  Help

1 : Version | 2004NES_VERSION 2005AUG16
' ‘arsion | Dsetid | V040001 | 040002
1[2004NES VEREION 2005AUGTE 20047 | Nl EE
2| 2004NES_VERGION.Z006AUGTE 20047 7| 753

You will notice in the upper left corner of the SPSS Data Editor window that an SPSS System File (".sav") has been created and saved for
you. It is located in the "recommended directory” from Step 3 - look to be sure it is there.

From now on, for this dataset you may begin to use the ".sav" file directly. You will not need to repeat these instructions for this dataset
unless you make a change to the file and wish to recreate it from scratch. Good luck with your analyses!



Many thanks to The Comparative Study of Electoral Systems (CSES) for sharing this help file with us.

Do you have a suggestion as to how we could make this document more useful? Please let us know by email to "anes@electionstudies.org".


http://www.cses.org/

