The difference in incomes has grown in the past few decades, as shown below.

Average Household Incomes, Tap 20% and Bottom 20%: 1967 to 2009
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The blue line on top shows that the incomes of households in the top 20% has increased from
about $100,000 in 1967 to about $171,000 in 2009 (all income figures are in 2009 dollars).

The red line on the bottom shows that the income of households in the bottom 20% has
increased from about $9.000 in 1967 to about $11.,500 in 2009.

In 1967, households in the top 20% earned an average of 11 times as much as households in
the bottom 20%. Today, the top earn an average of 15 times as much.

Is it good, bad, or neither good nor bad that the difference between the top and the bottom
incomes has changed this way?
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