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Every Saturday Since 1884

753 dailies for Nixomn;
56 support McGovern

One week before Election Day, President Richard M. Nixon
had the editorial support of 71.4% of the 1,054 daily newspapers
participating in the E&P Poll while U.S. Scnator George
BIcGovern was being supported editorially by 5.3% of the re-
sponding dailies. The Nixon papers account 1or 77.4% of daily
circulation of the papers responding to the poll, and McGovern'’s
represents 7.79% of the circulation.

At the same time, 23.3% of the responding papers, account-
ing for 14.9% of the circulation declared they were remaining
independent or uncommitted.

These results are based on ballots from 1,054 dailies repre-
senting 59.8% of the 1,764 cxisting dailies listed in the EDiTOR
& PUBLISHER INTERNATIONAL YEAR Book for 1972. Their cir-
culation totals 39,469,617 or 63.4% of the total daily U.S. circu-
lation of 62,231,258,

In the month since the preliminary results of E&P’s quadren-
nial poll was published (October 7), 299 additional ballots were
tabulated.

The final compilation this week shows:

® 753 dailies with 30,560,535 circulation for Nixon;

® 56 dailies with 3,044,534 circulation for McGovern;

® 245 dailies with 5,864,548 circulation uncommitted.

(Continued on page 14)
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Daily Newspapers

for Nixon

ALABAMA

Blemingham News
girmingham Post Merald
Culiman Times

Gadten Times
Huntevilie Times
Jasper Mauntein Eagie
Mobile Press

Mobile Register "
Montgomery Advertiser
Opelika News

ttsbora Sentinei
Selma Times Joarnal
Talladegs Home

ALASKA

Foirbanks News Miner
Wetchiban Nows

ARIZONA

Flagsta® Acrizony Sua
Noqeles Herald
Phoenix Gazette
Phoeaix Republic
Prewcott Ceurier
Tompe MNews -
Tucson Arizone Citizen

ARKANSAS

Helanas World
Hope Star
Jachionville Nows
Paragould Press

CALIFORNIA

Alamede Times Star
Atbambre Po.t-Advocate
Antioch Ledger
Batenfisid Cal.larnia
8inring Record-Gezeite

(Contisnued on page 10)
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Srawloy Nows
Comonitlo News
Chico Enterprive-Record
Cencord Transcript
€) Ceontro Imperial Valley Press
Escondide Times-Advocate
Bureks Times-Standard
Fairfield Republic
Foatans Herald-News
Fremont Argus
Fullerton News Tribune
Glendale News-Press
} ord Review
Mellister Free Lance
News
Leacaster Ledger-Gatette
Livermore Herald & News
Ledi News-Sent'nel
Leng. Boach "Independent
Leng Beach Press-Telegram
Lot Angeles Herald-Examiner
Madera Tribune
Martinet News-Gazette
Maerced Sun-Star
:wwlla ?:-:-’oﬂ
apa  Reqis
Oceanside 0lade-Tribune
Oproville Maercury
Palm Springs Desert Sum
Pasedena Star-News
Pate Robles Press
Potaluma Arqus-Courier
Pomona Progress-Bulletin
Porderville Recorder
lodhndl Facis

wood C Tribune
Ik mond I ependent
Retoville Press-Tribune
jagramente Unian
alinas Califorpian
Jaa Bernardine- Sun
jaa Bernardine Telegram
lan Clemente Sun-Pos?
jaa Diege Union
bow Francisce Examiner
jaa Meateo Times
Jan Pedro News-Pilot
Jantas Barbera News-Press
jaata Crug Sentinel
amta Moria Times
jenta Manica Outlook
Janta Paula Chronicle
lants Rosa Democrat
Staglton Record
Taft Midway Driller
Thawand Oaks News-Chronicle
ercence South Bay Daily Wreste:
l’u e Advance Reglster

je Times Herald
Vn Nuys Valley Nows & Green Sheet
Victorvilie Press
s‘olla Timeg Delta
‘alnut Creek Contra Cesta Times:
Whitter Neowsy
W'ﬂ:'l Journal
Yi Siskiyou News

‘COLORADO

Almu Vallov c.m.r

S'o:ndo Swlncs

m loeky Mountain News
Nuqn Times

q anscript
Grond ue'lu Sentinel
Lengmont Times-Call

fond Recorter-Herald
lo Chieftain

le Stn\kurul
Recky Ford Gazeth

Balide Mountaln Mail

CONNECTICUT

Anssnls Sentinel
Oasbury News-Times
Harttord b
Manchesier Herald
Milterd Citizen
WWM American

Waterburv - Republican
Wiached Citizen

DELAWARE
TR

DISTRICT ﬁ'cotﬁﬁlu

Washington Bvening _Star Daily News

FLORIDA

&Mn Herald

Port Lo :I Nows
Bosd Loud“u .: Sua-Santinel
Fort Myers Nows-Press

10

Mariamng Jeckion County FloriZan
Melbourne Timas

Miarme Herald

Miarw Nows

Naples News

Ocala Star-Banner

Orlaedo Sentinal

Qrimndo Star

Palm Beach Naws

Pompanae Beach Sun-Senilddl
Punta Gorde Herald Newy
Saimt Auguitine Record
Sarasots Hersld Tribune
Sasaaste Journal
Tatbanaisee Democrat
Tarwpa Times

Tarmma Tribune

West Palm Baach Post
Waest Paim Beach Times
Winter Haven News Chiel

GECRGIA

Americws  Times-Recorder
Athews 8anner-Herald
Athess News

Atlants Constitution
Atlanta Journal
Augusta Chronicle
Augusta Herald
Srunswick News
Columibus Enquirer
Colunrious Ledger
Cordebe Dispatch
Dublin Courier-Herald
Lawresceville Gwinnelt News
Marietta Journal
Moultria Observer

HAWAIi

IDARO

Burley South Idaho Press
Idake Falls Post Register
Moscow idshonian
Twin Falls Times-Newy

iLLINOIS

Alten Telearaph
Belvide~e Republican
.:a‘ Pantagraph

Champaign News Gatstte
Chlem Coalumet

Today
Chicm Tribune
Danville Commercial-News
De Kall Chronicle

Joliet Hould-Nw:

Kanksken Journal

Macomb Journal

WMarien Mepublicen

Mattoa Journal-Gazelte
Monmoubir Review Atlas

Moarris  Haerald

Mount Carmel Republican-Register

idamd Arqus

Socingfield Illisois State Journal

Shvester Times Press

r-«wn. lnnn-C«vlof
lroqun Cm’y Times

"“"“i::. g, .
Wheaton Soy ul

iINDIANA

Aadersen Herald
SRae
Times Mol
. Hurald-Telophone

] Timnes
Clistesr Clintonian
Elkhart sTeuth
Elwood Call-Leader
Evaniville Cowrier
Exansvilla Press
Fort Wayne News-Seatinel
Gary Posk-Tribune
Gresncastis Banner-Graphic
Greenfield Reporter
Greetbung News
Hartford City News.Times
Huntingtae Herald-Prem
Indisnaspalis Nows
Indisnspeiiy Star
Noadalivi¥ie Nows-Sua

LTS eporer

Chronicle-Tribune
Martiniville Rerorter
Michigan City Newi-Dispatch
Monticello Herald-Journal
Muacia Press

Muncie Star

Nablesville Ledger

Peru Tribune

Princeton Clarion

Rochester Sentinel

Rushville Republican

Terre Haute Star

Tipton Tribune

Yalparaiso Vidette-Messenger
Waertaw Times-Unioa -
Washington Times-Herald

IOWA

Ames Tribune

Atlantic News-Telegraph
Cedar Rapids Gazelte
Clinton Naws

Carroll Times-Harald
Centerville lowegian
Davenport Times-Demaocrat
Des Moines Register

Fairfield Ledger

Marshalitown T'rrm Republican
Qelwein Register

Otturswa Courier

Perry Chiaf

Spencer Reporter

Viaton Ceder Valley Times
Webster City Freemam Journal

KANSAS

Abilene Reflector-Chronicle
Atchison Glooe
Coffeyville Journal
Council Grove Republican
Dodge City Globe

El Dorado Times
Emporia Gaztette

Fort Scott Tribune
Fredonia Herald
Goodland News
Hiawatha Werld
Independence Reporier
lola Reaister

Kansas City Kansan
Lawrence Journal-World
Leavenworth Times
Liberal Southwest Times
Lvons News

McPherion Sentinel
Manhatten Mercury
Neodesha Sun

Newion Kensan

Norton Telegram
Ottawa Heral,

Partons Sun

Topeka Capital
Topeka Journal
Wellington News

Courler

KENTUCKY

Ashland Independent
Bewling Green News
Covington Post

Fulten Leader

Glasgow Times

Lexingtoa Leader

Mayfield Messongor-
Maysville Ledger-independent
Murray Ledger & Times
Paris Enterprise

LOUISIANA

Sastrop Enterprise
Crowley Post Herald
Minden Prets-Herald
Monros News-Star
Monros World
Shreveport Journal
Shrevepert Times
Thibedaux Come?

MAINE

Avgusts Kennebec Jowrasl
Sanger News

Pertiand ‘Gxpress

Portiand Pre1s Herald

MARYLAND

Saltimore News-American
Saltimare Sun
Cambridge Bsaner
Frederick Mews
Frederick Pas?
Maegersiown Herald
Hagersteowa Mail
Salishery Times

MASSACHUSETTS

Attieboroe Sua Chronicle

Boslon Hersld Traveler & Record America:
Cheitea Re2cord

Graenfield Recorder

Holyoke Tranicript-Telogram
Hyannis Cuipe Cod Stendard-Times
Lowell Sun

Lynn ltem

Malden Nows

Medford Mercury

Metrose News

New Bedford Standerd-Times
Tounton Gazetle

MICHIGAN

Albien Recorder
Aloena News
Battle Creek Encuirer & 'News
Senton Harbor News-Palladium
Coldwater Reporier
Oelroit News
Escanaba Press
Grand Havea Tribune
Hillsdale News
lonia Seatnel-Standard
lron Mavuntain News
Lansing State Journal
Ludington News
Marguette Mining Jourral
Menominee Herald-Leader
Midiand News
Mount Clemens Macomb Daily
Pontiac Press
Royal Qak Tribune
Seginaw News
Saint Joseph Hecald Press
Saulp Ste. Marie News
wSl L] F}cvon 'fnbmn

urgis Journa
Traverse City Record-Eagle
Ypsilanti Press

MINNESOTA

Crochiton Timaes
Duluth Herald
Duluth News Tribune
Faribault News
Internationat Fells Journal
New Ulm Jaournal
Owatanna ?Qo:h1
Red Wing Repub :cn-hql.
Rochester Post.Billetin
Saint Paul Dispateh
Saint Payl Pioneer Press
Shillweter Gatelte
Woteca Journal

News

MISSISSIPP!

Srookhaven Leader
Clarksdale Prcn l.qhhfh

Gr

McComb Enmnrm-dumcl
Laurel Leader-Call
Maeridan Star

Natcher Demeocrat
Vicksburg Post

West Peint Times-Leader

MISSOURI

Boonaville News

Carthage Press

Clavton Watchman Advecate
Festus News-Osmocrat
Hannibal Courisc-Post
Jeerson City Capital News
Jafferson City Post Tribune
Joplin Globe

Kansas Cilty Star

Keasay City Times

Kirksville Eepress

Lamar Damaecrat

Lediagton Advertiser-News
Mesico Ledger

Rells News

Saint Joseph GateHe

Salnt Joseph News Pross
Saint Louis Globe Demaecrat
Saint Louis Post Dispateh
Sedelia Capital

Sedalia Democrat

MONTANA

Bozean Chronicle

Sutte Moatana Stondard
Great Fally Tribune
Haemilton Revalli Republicen
Helona ladependent-Record
Uivingstan Eaterprise

Miles City Star

(Continued on page 11)
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Fargo Forum

Grand Forks MHerald
Jamestown Sun

Minot News

Valley City Times-Record
Willistoa Herald

NEBRASKA

Allisnca Yimes-Herald
Fromont Tiikune

Grand Island Independent
Holdrege Citizea

Liaceln Journal

McCoaok Gatette
Nebraske Civ‘ News-Prassy
Nerth Platte Telagraph
York News-Timag

NEVADA

Las Vegas Review Joeurnal
Las Vegas Sun
Rono Gatette

NEW HAMRSHIRE

Claremant Eagle
Manchester Union-Leader
Mashus Telegraph

NEW JERSEY

Asbury Park Press

Bridgeton News

Dever Advance
City Jersey Journal

Millvitle Daily

Mosristowa Record

Newark Star-Ledqer

Blow Brunswick Home News

Passaic Merald-News

Paterson Evening News

Poterson Morning News

Plalnfield Courier-News

Unlan City Hudson Dispatch

Wmhtho lurlm ton County Times

Weedbridge News-Tribune

OHIO

Akron Beacon-Journal
Alllance Review
Bucvrus Telegraph-Forum
Chillicothe Gazette
Cincinnati Enquirer
Cincinnati Post & Times-Star
Circleville Herald
Clevetand Plain Dealer
Cleveland Press
Columbus Citizen-Journal
Conlumbus Dispatch
Dayton Joutnal Herald
Davton News
Delawara Gazette
East Liverpoo| Review
East Palestine Leader
Elyria Chronicle-Telegram
Fairborm Herald
Finaiay Reoublican-Courier
Fremon? News-Messenger
Greenville Advocete

aton Times
London Madison Press
Mansfield News Journal
Mariette Times
Marting Ferey Times-Leader
Massillen Independent
Mount Vernon News
Napoleoa Northwest Sigral
New Philadelphia Times-Reporier
Niles Times
Piqua Call
Port Clinten News-Herald
Portsmouth Times
Soringfield News
Springfield Sun
Urbana Citizen
Warrens Tribune Chronicle
Wooster Record
Washinrgton Record-Herald

OKLAHOMA

NEW MEX!ICO Altus  Times-Democrat

:::Q'l R:;r'-e-écuun - .

atvellg aminer-tnterprise
Atb a g:‘ Tribune Blackwell Jour«al-l’nbunop
glan Times Cusking Citiz

Hobbs News Guymon Hereld
ey Vonar' Gotie e e
Levington Leader toa Constitution
Pertales News-Tribune I.Mn Pross = -
Raten Range N - & Times
Rerwell Recard o:,"'"‘, C“v ou‘l
Vhemips! Nase Qulahoma City Times
NEW YORK r.-rmn Journal-Capitat

@den Palls Post-Star & Times
te lrador-l-huld

“.‘“ rRD

demestown Post-Journal
Freeman

Medina Journal-Register

News
Mew York Journal of Cemmerce
New York Nowt
North Tonawanda News
Qedeasburg Journal
Qurde Bremarcn
a Dsna
Groege Pslladium-Times
Pockskill Star
Gh Pnu-lcnuhl-cn
Jotvis Unien-Gazette
Rome Seatinal
Siaten island Advance
Observer-Ditpatch
Wa Timaes

NORTH CAROLINA

Adlohoro Caurier-Tribune
gmn Timer-Nows
Cuoy Advance
News-Arqus

“’i".,%.‘ by ™

leh Timeos
Witmingtaa News
Witmingten Star

NORTH DAKOTA

Siamark Tesbune
Oictiaten Prow

Sapulpa Herald
Tulsa Werld
W Timas

OREGON

Ashland Tidings

Saker Democrat-Herald

Bend Bulletin

Coevallis Gazette-Times
Grants Pass Courier

Klamath Falls Herald & MNews
La Grands Observer
Pendieton East Oreqonian
Rossburg News-Review

PENNSYLVANIA

Altessa Mirror

Seaver Falls News-Tribune
Bedford Gazette
Srownsville Telegraph
Butler Eante
Coanelisvilte Courier
DuBois Courier-Express
Easton Express

Erie News

ivio Times

Groensburgs Teibune-Review
Hasrisburg Pan&ot
Harrisburg N

Hazleton Shndard Spesker
Homestead, Messenger
Indians Gazette
Jeannette Naws.Dispatch
Johastowa Tribune-Democrat
Kane Republican

Labanon Naws

Meadville Tribune

Millon Standacd

New Castle News
Norvittawa Times-Herold
Pitizburgh Press
Quakerfown Free Press
Soint Mary's Press
Scrantoa Tribune

Sharen Hevald

Samerset American
Stroudibarq Pocons Recerd
Scabery ltem
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Titusville Herald
Towands Reviaw
Uniontown Standard
Yaadergrift News-Citizen

Warren Timos-Mirror & Observer

Washington Observer Reporter
Waynesboro Regord Heraid
Williamsport Sun-Gatette

LRATIOITEIWNI® rIQyIwi
Covington VYirginian
Danville Bee

Donville Register
Harrisonburq News-Record
Hopewell News

Newport News Press
Newport News Times-Herald
Petersburg Progress-Index

RHGODE ISLAND

Radford News Journal
Rich d News Leader

Peovidence Bullatin
Providence Journal
Westerly Sun

Richmond Times-Dispatch
Roancke Times

Roancke World-News
Staunton Leader

SOUTH CAROLINA

Strasburg Northern Virginia Daily
Suffolk News Herald

Charleston News & Couriar
Charleston Post
Spartanburg Merald
Sumter Item

Waynesboro News-Yirginian

WASHINGTON
Aberdean World

SOUTH DAKOTA

Bellingham Herald
Centralia Chronicle

Aberdesn Americen-Naws
Huron Plainsman

Pierre Capital Journal
Yankton Press & Dakotan

Ellensburg Record

Everett Herald

Longview News

Mount Varnon Skaqit Valley Herald
Olympia Olympian

Port Angeles News

TENNESSEE

Seattle Pod-lnhlhqmur
Spokane Spokesman-Review

Athens Post-Athenian
Cleveland Banner
Columbia Herald
Elizabethton Star
Greenville Sun
Jachson Sun
Johnsen City Chrenicle
Johnson City Praess
Knoxville Journal
Knoxville News-Sentinel
Maryville Times

emphis Commercial-Appeal
Mamphis Press-Scimitar
Mocristown Cifizen Tribune
Nashville Banner
Paris Post-Intelligencer

Vancouver Columbian
Yakims Herald-Republic

WEST VIRGINIA

Beckley Posi-Herald

Sluefield Teleqraph

Charleston Mail

Fairmont West Virginian

Grafton Sentinel

Hinton News

Hunkington Herald-Dispatch

Lewisburg News

Logan Baenner

Martinsburq Journal
Welch News

TEXAS

WISCONSIN

Abilene Revorier News
Athens Review

Austin American
Aushn Statesman

Bay City Tribune

Bay Town Sun

8ig Spring Herald
8onham Favorite
88rger News-Herald
Brvan Eagle

Corsicana Sun

Cuero Record

Dalhart Texan

Dallas News

Dallas Times Herald
Del Rio News-Merald
Denton Record-Chronicle
B Pass Merald

E Paso Times

Fort Worth Press

Forth Woerth Mormn Shr-hl

Fort Worth Euninq tar-Telegr.
Freeport 8roresport Facts
Gainesville Register
Golveston News
Greenville Herald-8anner
Houstan Chronicle
Kerrville Times

Wilgore News Herald
Levelland Sun News
Longview Journal
Loagview News

lubboci Avalancghe-Journal
Lutkin News

Marshall News Messenger
Nacogdoches Sentinel
Port Arthur News

Sen Angelo Standard
San Angele Times

Sea Antonio Express

San Antonio Light

Son Anfonie News
Stephenville Bmoira
Sulphur Spriags-News-

" Tel r'an &
or Telewr.
Y;hr Cowl:e
Victeria Advecate

UTAH

an Herald Journal
brae Marad "

VERMONT

Burlington Free Press

Newpert Express

Saint Albuu Messangar

St. Johntbury
CAlodomu-luwd

VIRGINIA

Aclington Moctbera
Yirainia Sun

Sristol Hersld-Ceurier

Ssistel Tenngisoan

Antigo Journal
Appleton Post-Crescent
Beloit News

Fort Atkinson JeNerson County Union
Janasville Gaxette
Madison State Journal
Manitowac Herald-Times
Manitowsc Reporter
Marinette Eaqle-Stac
Marshfield News-Hersld
Oshkoth Northwestern
Wausay Marrill Herald
Wausay Record Merald
Weit Bend News

WYOMING

Caspar Star-Tribune
Cheyenne State Tribume
Sheridan Press

Bailey Howard helps
Nixon with weeklies

Bailey Howard, former publisher of the
Chicago Sun-Times and Chicago Daily
News, and chairman of the executive com-
mittee of Field Enterprises, Inc., last
week completed contacting 427 California
weekly newspapers in behalf of President
Nixon,

Howard said he had a conference late
in August with the President regarding
Chlifornia and presented a plan to build a
team of volunteers to call on the weeklies.

Nixon carried California in 1968 by a
small vote margin and he was “very hap-
py with my proposal,” Howard said. He
told Howard he believed this was the first
time a Presidential candidate had taken
his story directly to the smaller newspa-
pers.

Howard's volunteers, after econtacting
nearly 90 of the papers, found 29 with a
np endorsement policy, three were unde-
cided with a leaning toward Nixon, live
were endorsing McGovern and 40 had or
would endorse Nixon,

£ § 4
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HAWALI

I1DAHO

Blackiost iMews

TLLINOIS

INDIANA

Mount Yernon Demecrat
Terra Haute Fribune

1OWA

Burlington Hawk Eve
o s ol it

GHIO

CALIFORNIA

KENTUCKY

Deiphos Herald

OXLAHOMA

Hobart Democrat Chief

CREGON

Caoos Bay World
Portland Oreqen Journal

PENNSYLYANIA

Anaheim Bulletin

Colusa Sun-Herald

Carning Obszerver

Grass Valley Union
Huntington Park Signal

La Habra Star Progress
Radding Retord-Searchlight
Riverside Press-Enterprise
South Lake Tahoe Tribune
Turlock Jaurnal

Ventury Star-Frea Press
Watsanville Register-Pajaronian

Eranklin Mews Herald

MNew Kensingtom Yalley News Dispatch

York Record

RHODE ISLAND

SOUTH CAROLINA

SOUTH DAKQOTA

Mitchell Republic

COLORADO

Cerbin Tribune

Harlan Enterprise

Middlesboro News

Somaerset Commonwaealth Journal

LOUISIANA

Algrandria Town Talk
Baton Rouge Advocate
Saton Rouze State Times
Houma Courier
Jennings News

New Iberia lberian

Colorade Springs Gazette-Telegraph
Fart Collins Coloradaan

CONNECTICUT

Bridgeport Post
Bridgaport Telsgram
Greenwich Time

Hartford Timaes
Nougatuck News

MNew Londan Day
Rockville Journal Inguirer
Stamlord Advocate

DELAWARE

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

MAINE

Wateeville Sentinel

MARYLAND

Annapalis Capital

MASSACHUSETTS

Brocktan Enterprise-Times
Fitchburg Sentinel

Gardner News

Haverhill Gozetts

Leominster Enterprise

Marlboro Enterprise

Milford News

Northamptron Hampshire Gazatte
Quincy Patriot Ledger

MICHIGAN

FLORIDA

Fort Waltan Bsach Playground News
Gainaesville Sun

Key Wast Citizen

Kissimmee Osceola Sun

Lake Wales Highlander

Leesburg Commoercial

Sanford Herald

GEORGIA

Warner Robins Sun
Waycross Jaurnal Herald

HAWAII

TENNESSEE
KANSAS Chatt ga Times
Hufchinson News TEXAS
KENTUCKY 0 §
ack ille Progress
Leulsville Courier Journal
Paducah Sua Democrat UTAH
LOUISIANA
YERMONT
MAINE Bennington Danaer
Srenswick Times Record Bravtle Reformer
ARYLAND VIRGINIA
MASSACHUSETTS WASHINGTON
h Adams Transeript
o News WEST VIRGINIA
i‘l‘l‘éHtGAN Becikley Raleigh Register
Charieston Gazette
Faermant Times
MINNESOTA WISCONSIN
Werthinglon Globe Madison Capital Times
MISSISSIPPI Shubayeln, Pros
Groonville Delta Demecsat-Times WYOMING
MISSOURI Rock ‘Spvings Rockbo Miner
Cliaten Domocrat
Nevada Mail
Sikevion Standard
MONTANA Independent or
REARACKA Uncommitted
NEVADA

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Lobanom Valley News

Daily Newspapers

IDAHO

Cosur d'Aldne Prass
Sandpoint Bee

ILLINOIS

Arlington Heights Herald
Reardstown lilincian Star
Cairo Citizen

Catey Reporter

Charleston Coles County Times-Courinr

Kawarge Star-Couriar
Mount Yernon Resistar-News
Pekin Timas

Robinson Naws

Rockfard Register

Rockford Star

INDIANA

Andarsen Bullatin

Bloomfinld Werld

Blufftos News-Banner
Connarsville News-Examiner
Decatur Damoerat

New Castle Courier-Times
Plymouth Pilat-News
ParHand Commsrcial Review
ghllbwilk News

P World

NEW JERSEY ALABAMA
en Caunly Record Athams Nufls Courjer
Doaslur Wy
;H::‘“ﬁ:l’ll Jaurnal Flereace Times-Tri-Citios Daily
NEW MEXICO ALASKA
An:honsq; J‘imc's Empi
NEW YORK Juseas Southeast Alaska Empire

Kaghandoh Sua Bulletin
Middictewa Times ‘Herald-Rocord
== Yoack 11

otk Timves
Salomanca- Ropublican Press

ARIZONA

IOWA

Cedar Falls Recond
Charles City Presg
Cherokee Times

Clinton Herald

Fort Madisan Democrat
Mason City Glohe-Gazette
Mount Pleasant News
Muscatine Jaurnal

Nevada Journal
Washington Journal

Bad Axe Tribune

Big Rapids Pioneer

Flint Journal

Houghton Mining Garsite
Niles Star

Owoise Argus-Press

MINNESOTA

Hibbing Tribune
Saint Cloud Times

MISSISSIPPI

8iloxi-Gulfport Herald
Grenada Sentinel-Star

MISSOURI

Columbia Missourian
Columbia Tribune

Flat River Journal
Independence Examiner

Macon Chronicle-Harald
Monet Times

Poplar Bluff American Republic
Richmond MNews

West Plaing Quill

MONTANA

Havre News
Missoula Missouliam

NEBRASKA

Celumbus Telegram
Falis City Journal
Scottsbluff Star-Herald

‘NEVADA.

Carsor City Nevads Appeal
Raeno Nevada State Journal

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Lacenia Citizen
Portsmouth Herald

NEW JERSEY

NEW MEXICO

Clovis News-Journal
Galivp ladependent
Greants Ssacon

1) Sun-News

NORTH CARQLINA

NORTH DAKOTA

Mandan Plonser
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Endorsements may have
decided eleciion in ’68

The political bent of the mation’s news-
papers may have played a significant rale
im Richard Nixon's close victory over
Hubert Humphrey in the 1968 presidential
alection, according to John P. Robinsam,
University of Michigan journalism pro-
fessor and survey researcher.

Reporting on a recent analysis of media
bias and the 1968 vote in Journalism
Quarterly (summer issue), Robinson de-
alares: “The largely pro-Nixon coverage
earried by the newspapers in 1968 was
apsociated with some differential in the
vbte to the advantage of the Republican
eandidate.”

Robinson’s computations show that vo-
térs exposed to pro-Nixon newspapers (in

own view of how the paper took
sides) were 6 percent less likely to vote
for Humphrey than voteis exposed to pro~
Humphrey newspapers, when several oth-
er determinants of the vote were held
statistically constant.

Robinson, a study director for the U-X
Institute for Social Research, reported on
& national probability sample of 1,346
Americans, 21 years of age and older, who
ware questioned by the Institute’s Survey
Research Center shortly after the 1968
elestion. The same persons had been ques-
tioned prior to the election regarding
w political attitudes and vote inten-

Macs partisan leamings

Although the public ranked television as
fts moet important source of eampaiem
news in 1968, Rohinson noted, “far more

e report having voted for the candi-
te espoused by the newspaper than by

e other media.”

Newaspapers, he suid, were clearly seem
by their readers as more partisan im

presenting information about the cam-
paign than was true of users of other
media: 50 percent of she newspaper read-
ers in the sample said that medium took
sides, compared to a 29 percent figure
among magazine readers, 22 percent
among television viewers and 17 percent
smong radio listeners.

Bias analyzed

The newspapers’ bias was seen to favor
the Nixon-Agnew ticket. 20 percent of
respondents said that newspapers took
sides for Nixon, compared to 12 percent
who said they gave more favorable treat-
ment to Humphrey, the U-M researcher
reported.

Television, however, was seen as
treating Humphrey better. 7 percent of
the sample said the TV medium took sides
for him, compared to § percent who said it
leaned toward Nixon.

“Such a small difference,” Robinson
said, “makes it unlikely that the recent
charges by Edith Efron in her book ‘The
News Twisters,’” of anti-Republican televi-
sion coverage during 1968 were reflected
consciously in people's voting behavior.”

Little consistent bias was noted in mag-
azine and radio treatment of the two can-
didatcs.

Robinson conducted two analyses: how
the wetes of persons exposed to pro-Nixon
or pro-Humphrey newspapers varied ae-
ecording to their party identification, and
how their votes diffured from pre-election
expressions of voting intentions,

Thoe most aflected

Both analyses led Robinson to the
same general conclusion: newspapers had
the greatest effect on the less committed,
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thase with less intense party loyalties and
those most undecided before the electiom

Independent Democrats and pure inde-
pendents showed the greatest probability
of voting in line with perceived newspa-
per support, Robinson said. Among these
independcnts, persons exposed to newspa-
pers they thought took sides for
Humphrey voted for him at a rate 17
percent above average, while those ex-
posed to pro-Nixon newspapers were 20
percent below average in voting for
Humphrey.

The most significant differentials, Rob-
inson reported, existed among the “unde-
cided”—75 percent of those exposed to
newspaper support for Humphrey voted
for him, compared to only 33 pereent ex-
posed to a newspaper supporting Nixon.

People apparently perecived newapaper
partisanship accurately, Robinson found.
Comparing respondents’ perceptions of
bias with actual newspaper positions as
reported by EDITOR & PUBLISHER, he dis-
covered them to be 90 percent accurate.

Some provocative questions

The findings raise provocative questions
about media effects on voting behavior,
Robinson said:

“In an age when public debate has cen-
tered around the various effects of televi.
sion, the posiibility that newspapers can
wield more significant political influence
deserve scrious consideration. Although
the public does claim to get most of its
news from television, on an average day
80 percent of the adults read a newspaper
compared to about 25 percent who watch
the national evening news on television.”

Despite the consistency of the study
results, Robinson cautioned that they nei-
ther prove cause and effcct, nor do tiney
completely explain why newspapers con-
stituted such a persvasive force on -ome
voters in 1963. One possible reaxon, he
said, may have been that with all the pa-
litical turbulence and confusion in 1538,
non-pariisan voters were particularly re-
ceptive to guidance as clear and straight-
forward as a newspaper endorsement,
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