February 28, 1984

MEMO TO: NES Board
FROM: Giovanna Morchio, Maria Sanchez
RE: Creation of a filter variable to be used when

analyzing questions about congressional

candidates in the 1982 integrated personal/ISR

CATI/Berkeley, CATI data set

A filter variable (V950) has been constructed to retrieve the
personal and ISR/CATI parts of the data set, and exclude the Berkeley
portion for analyses centering on congressional candidates. Berkeley’s
C. D. assignment procedure resulted in a distorted distribution (see
tables 1, 2). In the Berkeley data all respondents whose C. D. were
never assigned are part of clusters where more than one C. D. was
possible. Furthermore these unassigned cases represent 28% of the
respondents inteviewed in this type of cluster, (multi-district)
against 14% for the comparable ISR/CATI group. These multi-district
Berkeley respondents with unassigned districts lack substantive
information about congressional candidates obtained for comparable
cases in the ISR/CATI. For this reason, the filter variable was
constructed to exclude Berkeley data cases.
In constructing V950, personal data cases were subjected to a

simulation of the ISR/CATI routine which assigned telephone respondents
to congressional districts. 1In this fashion, the ISR/CATI and personal

samples were rendered as equivalent as possible for analyses of



congressional candidate questions. Personal respondents residing in

households without telephones have been scored a "missing data” value

in V950 along with Berkeley/CATI data cases.

V950 is coded as follows:

1. Respondent assigned to correct district and
CO2AA (recall series) for personal respondents
with telephone and ISR/CATI respondents.

2. Respondent assigned to district at CO5Q-CO5Y
(recognition series) for personal respondents
with telephone. ISR/CATI respondents assigned
to correct district in CO5Q-CO5Y or at D2
(explicit clarification question).

3. C. D. never assigned (on recall or recognition),
or respondent self-assigned him/herself to wrong
district during ISR/CATI interview administration.

9. Washington, D. C.

| 0. Personal respondents without a telephone; Berkeley
respondents.




Table 1

V5 # of Possible Districts in Telephone Sample Cluster

V132, QD3, Congressional District Assignment
(not corrected for accuracy of R”s self-assignment to CD)

CATI/ISR
One Two Three
Dist. Dist. Dist.
V132/v5 0 1 2 3
Recall 70n 44 22
1 30.7% 27% 227
Recognition 108 39 19
2 47 .47 23.9% 19.47%
CD chosen at 56 45
D2 3 34.47 45.97%
DK to D2 6 . 10
4 3.7% 10.2%
CD never 50 18 2
assigned 5 21.9% 117 - - 27
Washington, 8n
D. C. 9
8 228 163 98 497



Table 2

V5 # of possible districts in telephone sample cluster

V132, QD3 congressional district assignment

(not corrected for accuracy of R”s self-assignment to CD)

Berkeley/CATI
One possible
district 2 CD CD
V132/V5 0 1 2 3
Recall 234n 37 20
1 100% 24.5% 18.9%
Recognition 3 2
2 2% 1.9%
CD chosen at 76 46
D2 3 50.3% 43 .47
DK to D2 35 38
4 23.2% 35.8%
CD never
assigned 5
Washington, 10
DC 9
10 234 151 106

501



Variable

Strata (Row)

Table 3

V3 82 T&P

Type of Int
V950 Filter: Cong Dist Cand

Totals
Personal 1 ISR 2 Berkeley 3 Revised
R self-assigned to
right district at:
Berkeley, personal O 77 0 501 578 0
without phone A 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Recall 484 123 141 0 607 607
% 36.2 25. 0.0 33.2
Recognition 607 {Eig“ 0 822 822
D2 % 45.4 44.0 0.0 45.0
Never assigned or
R Self-assigned to 247 151 0 398 398
wrong district A 18.5 30.9 0.0 21.8
Washington, DC 3 8 0 11 0
% 0.0 0.0 0.0
Totals 1,418 497 501 2,416 1,827
Revised 1,338 489 0 1,827
Col. % 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0
Degrees of Freedom 2
Chi-square 38.60 Probability 0.00
Likelihood Ratio
(G-square) 37.59 Probability 0.00

Cramer”“s V 0.15

Contingency coefficient 0.14

Table 3 shows the distribution of the filter variable for the

personal and CATI samples.

difference of approximately 117 for categories 1 and 3.

The personal and ISR/CATI samples show a

This

difference is beyond sampling error at the .05 probability level.

The subset of personal and telephone respondents defined by



categories 1 and 2 in the filter variable were subsequently analyzed to
establish whether the two groups were comparable. In the analysis, we
compared the personal and ISR/CATI subsamples by means of chi-square
statistics with regard to basic demographic variables and a selected
number of variables from the section on congressional candidates.

Table 4 shows that the two groups do not differ significantly with
regard to age, marital status, sex, education and belonging or not to a
union. However, income and race differ significantly across the
samples.

Table 5 documents a strong similarity between the two samples for
most of the "like and dislike candidate"” questions, "the
liberal/conservative” placement scales, "party ID,” "vote,” "registered
Democratic or Republican,” "participation in the election to the House
of Representatives,” "whom did you vote for in 1982" and "political
interest.” Variables like "coming into contact with Democratic or
Republican Representative” (both for districts with one incumbent or
two incumbents running), and "aid to minorities self-placement” show a
significantly different distribution acoss samples.

The group of personal respondents obtained in the filter variable
simulation is less affluent, has more blacks, is more willing to
endorse the idea that minorities should help themselves, and views the
Democratic House candidate more favorably than the corresponding
telephone group.

This constellation of differences led us to explore the
possibility that the personal subsample had a disproportionate
representation of southern residents in comparison to the telephone

subsample. This is, indeed the case as documented below.



Table 6

Distribution of respondents assigned correctly at recall or
recognition for Personal and ISR.CATI by Region

Variable V3 82 T&P Type of Int
Strata (Row) V953 Variable R953
Personal 1 ISR.CATI 2 Totals
North East 1 199 97 296
Col % 18.2 29.1 20.8
North Central 2 302 88 390
Col % 27.7 26.4 27 .4
Region South 3 407 101 508
Col 7 37.3 30.3 35.7
West 4 183 47 230
Col % 16.8 14.1 16.2
Totals 1,091 333 1,424
Col % 100.0 100.0 100.0
Degress of Freedom 3
Chi-Square 19.30 Probability 0.00
Likelihood Ratio
(G-Square) 18.32 Probability 0.00
Cramer”s V 0.12 Contingency Coefficient 0.12

In conclusion, the filter variable does not produce Personal and

telephone subsamples which are strictly comparable for the analysis of

congressional questions.



Table 4

Comparison of Personal and ISR.CATI respondents
assigned to correct district for democgraphic variables

X Prob.
V733 Age 70.84 .55
V734 Marital status 2.73 .74
V740 Education 5.32 .72
V748 Working status 8.34 .76
V859 Belong to a union .29 .59
V932 Sex 1.16 .28
V875 Income 17.76 .02
V933 Race 8.98 .03



V142
V147
V152
V396
V404
V405
V283
V286
V694
V695
V698
V699

V137
V165
V175
V259
V269
V418

Table 5

Comparison of Personal and ISR.CATI respondents assigned
to correct district for a selected number of variables

Dislike about Dem. candidate

Like about Repub. candidate

Dislike about Repub. candidate
Liberal/conservative self-placement
Liberal/conservative Dem. cand.
Liberal/conservative Rep. cand.
Summary Party ID

Political Interest

Did you vote

Registered Dem. or Rep.

Voted in House election

Who did you vote for in House election

Like about Dem. candidate

Contact w. Dem. repres. in CD (1 incumb)
Contact w. Rep. repres. in CD (1 incumb)
Contact w. Dem. repres. in CD (2 incumb)
Contact w. Rep. repres. in CD (2 incumb)
Aid to minorities self-placement

1.78
47
.03

2.78

4.81

4.71

10.94

2.19
.51

7.53

4.05

1.78

5.09
15.63
17.69

6.08

9.13
21.25

.18
49
.87
.84
.57
.58
.21
.54
47
.27
.26
.62

.02
.00
.00
.01
.00
.00

(n=136)
(n=137)
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